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pp, 97 eolor photos, 19 b/w photos, 10 drawings, 1 color map, 8 1/4" x 91/4". 

(.onk’nfs.— Prdacc; I he author; Soils— the luitsand bolts; Soil taxonomy aiui geography; Soil biolog\'; 
Soil tertility; Soil use and misuse: Whai lies ahead?; Glossary; Index; Further inle»nnaiion. 

As staieel in the pretacc, “I he soils that cover the F.arihs surlace determine, tc5 a large extent, 
the prosjherity ol those who depend on them (or the production ol tood and libre. ... More recent ex- 
amples ol soils degradation emphasize the strong link between soil quality and human wellare. Sus 

tai ned pixvsperiiy i herelore depends on a t borough understanding of soils coupled with sound man 
agement pract ices.” 

1 his small \a 5 lume is a good beginning lor gaining such an understanding and appreciation lor 
I his “indispen.sable natural resource.” The book provides a brief, yet understandable and welMIlus- 
irated introduction to a complex subject. It does not attempt to go into great depth about the details 
ol soil science. Rather, it giv^es a basic presentation ol the Held that is accessible, inlormative, and 
interesting {o the intelligent lay person. For example, the intrculuctory chapter, “Soils-the nuts and 
bolls,” covers a variety of important basics such as soil formation, parent materials, soil minerals, 
mineral weathering, soil texture, organic matter, porosity, and water in soils. 

The chapter on TSoil taxonomy and geography” is particularly helpful. Currently, there are two 
main hierarchical classil ication systems of the world’s soils. One svstem Uelerred to as UNFSCO- 
[•/XO) was dex'cloped b\’ the United Nations Educational, Scientilic and ('ultural Organization 
(UNESC O) joint l\- with the Food and Agriculture Organization (I'AOj, while the other, called Soil 
Uixononiw was developed by “a team ol international scientists and the Li.S. Depart ment of AgricuF 
I Lire. Clear descriptions and phot(')grai')hs ol the 12 orders ol t he 5m/ Icixononiy system, and a table 
comparing this system with the UNESCX3-FAO classil ication, bring satislying clarity t (4 what can 
sometimes be a coni using array ol names. The numerous excellent color photographs are particu- 
larly helptui in visualizing the various soils being discussed in the text. 

As someone living on the Blackland Prairie of Texas, whose soils have been devastated by years 

V / 

ol misuse and now increasing development, it was very pleasing to see a whole chapter. “Soil use and 
misuse,” devoted to issues ol soil conservation. Concise but inlcM inative discussions ol erosion, the 
buildup ol salts in soils, and soil pollution highlight important issues in soil management and con- 
servation. Also, such special locus topics as “Salinity ‘down under’ (Australia),” “Bioremediation — 
nat ures chimney-sweep, ’ and “Famine in /\lrica”give real world examples and a human lace to soil 
conservati(5n. In addition, conservation is a theme incorporated throughout the book— for example, 

there isa special section on eutrophication (“Too much of a good thing-eutrophication”) m the chapter 
on “Soil lertilitv.” 


In several sections I had the leeling 1 wanted more— addii ional inlormation and details. That’s 
|9robably a positive thing. As many teachers wall attest, il you can interest a student so they want to 
learn more on their own, you’ve won half the battle. Indeed, the book only intends to be an under- 
standable introduction to a large and complex discipline, and it clearly succeeds in that goal. It is a 
briel yet helplul (nvrview' of the field and should provide increased understanding to a wade audi 
ence. Individuals washing more in-depth knowledge will appreciate a page at the end ol the book 
w'ith a list ol more (.letailed soil science references as well as a number ol web site addresses.— Genigc 
M. Digits, Jr, Dept, oj Biology, Austin College, Sherman, TX and Botanieal Resean h Institute of 

lexas, tort Worth, I X 7B102, gdigg.s@austine.edu. 
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